
As A result, ApproximAtely 470 compAnies pertAining to the pAlm oil,  
soy, beef, pulp And pAper, And cocoA production chAins signed  

deforestAtion-free purchAse And production commitments,  
impelling A positive AgendA with globAl reAch.  

Global demand for agricultural commodities 
is one of the main causes of pressure on 

forests. Feeding nearly 10 billion people by 
2050 and at the same time preserving the 
natural resources that sustain food production is 
a challenge for human civilization. When we 
add climate change, the ethical imperative of 
action is unequivocal.

Founded in Rio+20 in 2012, the Tropical 
Forest Alliance - TFA is a network composed of 
governments and private sector and civil society 

organizations that seek the eradication of 
deforestation associated with the production of 
palm oil, soy, beef, pulp and paper, and cocoa.  

The implementation of commitments depends 
on constant and constructive dialogue between 
public and private actors, with TFA acting as the 
platform that allows and encourages this dialogue. 
As a catalyst for intersectoral collaboration among 
its more than 150 members, TFA works to build 
bridges between producers and buyers and support 
the design and implementation of public policies, 
public-private partnerships and innovative financial 
mechanisms - helping to reduce global greenhouse 
gas emissions, improve the livelihoods of small 

farmers, conserve natural habitats, and protect 
tropical landscapes for future generations.
Headquartered at the World Economic Forum 
in Geneva and financially supported by the 
governments of the Netherlands, Norway, the 
United Kingdom and, more recently, Germany, TFA 
has been instrumental in implementing deforestation-
free production chains and stimulating impactful 
partnerships in tropical countries, through regional 
coordination efforts in Africa, Latin America, and 
Southeast Asia.
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tfA  
in lAtin AmericA

Latin America is the world’s largest net exporter of 
food since 2015 according to a report by the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations - FAO, it also houses 34% of the world’s 
intact forests and the largest biodiversity heritage. 
Estimates indicate a 17% increase in agricultural 
production in the region in the next 10 years, based 
on the occupation of approximately 11 million 
hectares of land. Despite its enormous political, 
legal, and technological capital in the fight against 
deforestation, the region has reported an alarming 
increase in deforestation rates in recent years.  
These data confirm the strategic relevance of latin 
America to the tfA agenda and its members.
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The national priority agendas of TFA Latin America 
for the period 2019-2021 are focused on the 
programs for Brazil, Colombia, and Peru.

Headquartered at the TNC - The Nature 
Conservancy’s office in São Paulo – Brazil, and 
strategically supported by a management board 
made up of companies, NGOs and governments, 
the TFA Latin America operates:

  The engagement and articulation of local actors 
in the construction of national and regional 
agendas and collaborations

 The establishment of links between global 
commitments and local actions, guaranteeing 
impact and concreteness to the movement

  The attraction of global investments and actors 
to the region, especially for jurisdictional 
programs

 The systematization and communication of 
success stories in the regional and global 
channels of traditional and social media

 The construction of bridges between regional 
actors and the global movement through an 
intense agenda of meetings and consultations



tfA progrAm

in brAzil

Brazil concentrates 60% of the territories covered 
by the Amazon forest and almost all the territory 

covered by the Cerrado, Biomes responsible for 
withdrawing and storing considerable amounts of 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. Besides, Brazil 
harbors a large portion of the world’s biological 
diversity, placing the country at the center of the 
global agenda to combat deforestation and climate 
change. Efforts towards voluntary agreements such 
as the soy moratorium in 2006 and the meat 
Agreements in 2009, combined with regulatory 
reforms and the creation of protected areas, have 
contributed to a dramatic decline in deforestation in 
the Amazon between 2004 and 2012. After 2012, 
however, deforestation has resumed growth, at 
various rates according to subnational jurisdictions. 

In light of this context, the tfA focuses 
on attracting international support for 
jurisdictional initiatives that target a reduction 
in deforestation associated with the expansion 
of agricultural production, especially soy, meat, 
and cocoa. tfA also participates in sectoral 
discussions such as the voluntary agreement 
promoted by the gtc - Cerrado Working group 
and sos - statement of support of cerrado 
manifest for the implementation of the Cerrado 
Manifest, and dialogues with the federal 
government coordinated by the brazil climate, 
forests and Agriculture coalition to ensure 
compliance with the laws and international 
agreements related to the climate, forestry and 
sustainable agriculture agenda.

  Brazilian government aware 
and informed about the 
economic, environmental and 
social benefits of an agenda 
that promotes agricultural 
production associated with  
the fight against deforestation

the mAin expected results for brAzil Are:

  Consolidation of the 
Produce, Preserve and 
Include Program in the 
State of Mato Grosso  
as a jurisdictional 
program of global 
reference in private 
sector engagement  
and attraction of global 
financial resources,  
with implemented 
mechanisms and tools

  At least 3 other Brazilian jurisdictions engaged in 
programs associating commodity production with the  
fight against deforestation, and driven new partnerships 
with public and private global actors

  Consolidated 
and implemented 
agreements between 
producers and buyers in 
favor of deforestation-
free productive chains  
in the Cerrado 



tfA progrAm  
in colombiA

With more than 59 million hectares of tropical 
forests, equivalent to the area of Portugal and 

Spain combined, and around 10% of the world’s 
biodiversity, Colombia has developed a framework 
of innovative legislation related to the carbon pric-
ing and biodiversity protection. Besides, the peace 
agreement based a process of reorganization of 
land use and social relations in the field. Because 
of these and other factors, Colombia has become 
one of the leading countries on forest conservation 
and climate change global agenda. 
driven by the positive momentum, the colombi-
an government joined tfA in 2016, becoming 

part of the global community to support and 
build partnerships and initiatives involving the 
fight against deforestation associated with ag-
ricultural production. As a result of the establish-
ment of a solid partnership, the TFA Colombia Alli-
ance was created, two public-private agreements 
were signed by several national and global ac-
tors of the palm and cocoa chains, two additional 
agreements are underway, and two territories had 
their jurisdictional programs supported by TFA, 
Orinoquia and Caquetá. Because of these results, 
Colombia has been chosen as the host for the TFA 
Global Meeting in 2019.

 Jurisdictional programs 
with deforestation-free 
agricultural production 
goals launched in  
the territories of Caquetá 
and Orinoquia, with  
the participation of 
public and private  
local, national and 
global actors

the mAin expected results for colombiA Are:

 TFA Colombia Alliance 
consolidated as the 
national intersectoral 
coordination body, 
informing the public and 
private deforestation 
reduction agenda and 
mediating the dialogue 
between Colombia and 
other global actors

 Zero-deforestation 
agreements in the production 
of palm, cocoa, meat 
and milk signed by the 
main national and global 
actors of each chain, 
and with implementation 
underway, consolidating a 
deforestation-free production 
standard for Colombia 



 Support in the agreement and implementation of the 
National Coffee Plan and the National Cocoa Plan, 
with the consolidated participation of the global 
private sector

the mAin expected results for peru Are:

 Public-Private Coalition 
implemented with the participation 
of the local and global private 
sector committed to the 
deforestation-free commodity 
production agenda, and fostering 
national measures to support 
deforestation-free production of 
coffee, cocoa, livestock and palm

 Jurisdictional programs with goals related to 
deforestation-free agricultural production constituted in 
at least one Peruvian territory, with the participation of 
public and private local, national, and global actors

tfA progrAm 

in peru

Peru has approximately 69 million hectares of 
forests, which represents more than half of its 

territory. Deforestation of these forests accounts 
for 51% of all greenhouse gas emissions in the 
country. In order to transform this scenario, the 
government presented a plan with four core 
strategies against deforestation, aiming to 
reduce deforestation rates in the peruvian 
Amazon by 30% by 2030.
Peru’s status as TFA member was announced in 
January 2019, bringing remarkable opportunities 

for the forest conservation agenda in Latin America 
and in the world, enabling TFA to leverage its impact 
in the region in line with global commitments.
TFA’s action in Peru will be supporting the creation 
and consolidation of the peruvian public-private 
coalition, working with local partners and 
engaging the private sector, targeting efforts on 
the implementation of the national coffee and 
cocoa plans among other commodities, as well as 
in the construction of a portfolio of jurisdictional 
initiatives to be supported and accelerated.

TFA 2019-2021 strategic planning in Latin America was supported by


